Minute of the Last session of meeting of Acute Care Physicians, Royal College of
Physicians of London November 26™ 1999

Presentation by Dr Derek Bell (Edinburgh) indicating needs of Acute Medical Units.
Included: Point of entry patient assessment, investigation and management

by multi-professional team
Risk assessment for primary diagnosis, co-morbidity and
psychosocial factors
Early decision for specialty admission or early discharge +
community support
24 hour support service 365 days per year
Needs assessment of competencies for the first 24-48 hours of care

However,
Need clarification of nomenclature differentiating assessment and admissions units and
where there are joint medical/surgical assessment units.

There is a perceived need to define organisational structures, operational policies, service
agreements with vital support departments, access to monitoring facilities, what is
required in the form of IT (and the definition of a minimum dataset that should be
collected). There should be the ability to assess outcome measures such as re-admission
rates, unit mortality, resuscitation rates, patient satisfaction, patient education, staff
satisfaction and training, relatives' satisfaction and the impact of emergencies on elective
care.

Discussion determined that the group of professionals that had gathered for the meeting
should continue to meet to develop professional, multi-disciplinary links within acute
medicine and to determine answers to the above questions

It was determined that the group should be titled "The Acute Medical Group" for the
meantime. The formal structure of the group was not determined but the following
courses of action decided.

This group should respond to the report of the group chaired by Professor Carol Black.
The response should be structured appropriately and to facilitate this Dr Bell (Edinburgh)
will speak to both Professor Black and Professor Brunt of the Royal College Working
Group to determine the best way for the response to be formulated. Dr Hamish Maclaren
(Stobhill, Glasgow) will contact the secretary of RCPSG and thus aid the formulation of
the response.

Two working groups are to be formed; one (group 1) to address issues of terminology,
structure of units and organisational structure, the other (group 2) to address issues of
quality and training. In both, the multi-professional aspects are to be emphasised.



Group 1 consists of:

Paul Schmidt, Portsmouth

Rhidian Dowdle, East Glamorgan
Paul Jenkins, Norfolk and Norwich
Derek Bell, Edinburgh

Tanzeem Raza, Bournemouth
Winnie Miller, Glasgow

Group 2 consists of:

Chris Roseveare, Southampton
Graham Nimmo, Edinburgh

Peter Featherstone, Portsmouth
Mike Jones, Dundee

Paul Jenkins, Norfolk and Norwich
Mairi Pollock, Edinburgh

Carole Connor, Edinburgh

All attendees are encouraged to submit data derived from the performance of their units..
Both Hamish Maclaren and Derek Bell volunteered to start this process. In the first
instance data will be collected in Edinburgh Royal Infirmary.

The constitution of the new group will be formulated by Mike Jones for discussion at the

next meeting.

It was proposed that the next meeting should take place on 14" April 2000 in Edinburgh
or Glasgow. The date and venue are to be confirmed.
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